
  

Ms. Cremins is excited to share the first issue of the Academic Academy Literary Newsletter 
with you!  I hope you enjoy the following excerpts written by some of the 7th and 8th grade 

students as they reflected on the start of the 2019 to 2020 school year. 

Awesome quotes in Ms. Cremins’ class 

Challenging assignments that have my brain churning 

A chilly bus stop that requires a Patagonia vest 

Dozens of new Spanish words 

Endless amounts of homework that has me staying up until 11 p.m. 

Mysterious excerpts we are reading in Ms. Cremins’ class 

Years of my education put to the test 

                  By Elise L. Taylor, Grade 8 

 

 

Awesome program for me 

Career path 

Always focused on learning  

Determined to get good grades 

Everyone stays on task 

Making first honors 

Year long goals 

                  By Ediberto Tosado, Jr. Grade 8 

 

Active 

Creative minds 

Always focused  

Determined to be learners 

Educated and serious learners 

More learning each day 

Year long fun 

                  By Medjit Kamberi Grade 8 

 

Awesome teachers 

Classmates are fun 

A little less kids in class 

Different kids 

Eveready homework 

More challenging work 

Youth and creativity 

                  By Brianna Herrington, Grade 7 

 

Academic challenges                                                           

Community of students and teachers                                                   

Always learning                                                                                      

Doing our best                                                                                     

Expectations in each class                                                                    

Math lessons                                                                                  

Yearly goals          By Bintou Diouf, Grade 7 
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What is a thing of interest you have 

learned in one of your classes so far this 

school year? 

“I learned to indent when writing a paragraph, and 

to add commas in certain places.” Gianna Caridad, 

Grade 7 

“One thing I have learned in Spanish class is about 

different countries’ flags…like Venezuela and 

Puerto Rico.” Ediberto Tosado, Jr., Grade 8 

“I learned about Student Council, and I am looking 

forward to being a part of it!” Gianna Caridad, 

Grade 7 

 

 

 

 

  A C A D E M I C  A C A D E M Y  

  L I T E R A R Y  N E W S L E T T E R   

 

What do you like best about being a student 
in the Academic Academy? 
“The thing I like about being a student in the 

Academy so far is learning news things.”  

Ryan Zhu, Grade 8 

“I really like the Academy because of the 

challenging homework and questions in my 

classes that really make me think.”                    

Elise L. Taylor, Grade 8 

“I like that we are leaders in the school.” 

Ediberto Tosado, Jr., Grade 8 

“One thing I like about the Academy is the 

suggestion boxes in every classroom, because 

it makes me feel like my opinions and 

concerns are being heard.”                         

Bintou Diouf, Grade 7 

“What I like about the Academy so far is that 

the work is a bit challenging.”                                  

Brianna Herrington, Grade 7 

                          

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

Academic Academy Literary Newsletter Page 2 

 

 

 Students in Ms. Cremins’ Grades 7 and 8 Reading and Language Arts classes were asked to respond to the following 
questions. 

 
Think about something you would like to achieve this school year.  It could be related to your grades, a sport, a fitness 
goal, a goal that relates to the high school you would like to attend, etc.  Describe your goal and the steps you will take 
to achieve it.  In your response, discuss how one or more of the characteristics (Communicator, Collaborator, Life-Long 
Learner, Knowledgeable, Problem Solver, Growth Mindset, Grit, Social and Emotionally Intelligent) from the Waterbury 
Public Schools Portrait of a Graduate will help you to achieve your goal. 

 
Here are some of the students’ responses… 
 
“Something I would like to achieve this school year is to do 50 push-ups in two and a half minutes.  This goal is 
important to me, because I like to be active and have a task everyday to complete.  The characteristic grit will help 
me to achieve my goal…My goal is not easy to achieve but having a good determination is the key to achieving my 
goal of doing 50 push-ups in two and a half minutes.” - Omeogo Nwadukwe, Grade 7 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
My goal through 2019 to 2020 is to become a better artist, because someday I want to be an art teacher.  The 
characteristic I choose that will help me to achieve my goal is grit.  The reason why I choose grit to help me is 
because with grit, I won’t give up on my drawing, and the more I don’t give up, the better artist I’ll become, and the 
closer I’ll get to being an art teacher.  How I will get to become a better artist is by being in Ms. Zareck’s class.  Over 
time, I will learn more about art, and that is how I will achieve my goal.”   - Richard Shanski, Grade 8 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
“There are many things I would like to achieve this school year, but one of the most important to me is attending a 
high school that I would like.  I will achieve that by keeping my grades high at all times and making sure I am 
capable of writing an essay for my high school application.  Characteristics that will help me attend a high school 
that I like are being a life-long learner and knowledgeable.  I am eager to learn something new everyday, and I try to 
learn more and more.  I am motivated to learn, and because of that, I am knowledgeable.  Learning new information 
will add to all the information that I already know.  By learning more everyday, I will be able to keep my grades high 
and learn to write a good essay.”    - Medjit Kamberi, Grade 8 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
“The Academic Academy is a good way to achieve my goals, because everything is advanced.  A goal that I would 
love to achieve this school year is getting good grades.  A step to get me there is staying consistent.  This is a good 
strategy in my case, because I want to learn more and get into a good high school.  In the long run, my being 
successful and getting good grades can benefit my future.  A growth mindset is one of my characteristics, because 
without having a positive outlook towards a goal, you can’t achieve your goal.”    - Samantha Sahadeo, Grade 8 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
“I want to get good grades this school year.  My goal will be challenging to achieve.  The steps that I will take to get 
good grades are paying attention to the teachers, studying for tests, and raising my hand to answer questions.  One 
of the characteristics from the Waterbury Public Schools Portrait of a Graduate will help me achieve my goal.                                   
If I am a problem solver, then I can work on a problem.  Then, I can combine all the information I have to find the 
answer.  Therefore, if I am a problem solver, I can find answers to problems, and it can lead me to good grades.”   

- Ryan Zhu, Grade 8 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
“Something I would like to achieve this school year is to make first honors each marking period.  I want to work at 
the best of my ability and get over 90% in all of my subjects.   The steps that I will take to achieve this                           
goal are to study a little harder and ask questions when I don’t understand the subject.  I’ll also be responsible and 
respectful to all my teachers. A characteristic that will help me achieve my goal is being knowledgeable.  If I am 
                                                       knowledgeable, I will understand what I am working on and how to solve the  
                                                       problem or answer the question.  Another characteristic that can help me achieve  
                                                       my goal is being a problem solver.  Being a problem solver, you can look at the 
                                                       issue, see it as a challenge, and come up with solutions to overcome it.  I will 
                                                       learn as much as I can to be knowledgeable about each subject.  Doing this will 
                                                       not only help me in achieving my goals, but I will surpass them and be more  
                                                       successful in the future.”      -  Ediberto Tosado, Jr., Grade 8 

                                                                                                                                                                   

 


